[The 80-th anniversary of the use of surgical microscope in otorhinolaryngology. Part I. History of optical instruments].
Before 80 years a microscope was used to otological operation. It caused a development of otosurgery and audiology. A new surgical method--microsurgery--has changed the character of surgical procedure from radical to conservative, non-invasive and functional. Then optical instrument was introduced to endolaryngeal microsurgery. Rhinology is the last part of the otorhinolaryngology, where optical equipment, such as endoscope and microscope, has changed not only our knowledge on the pathogenesis of chronic rhinosinusitis, but also created new method of therapy. Now an operation microscope is the basic instrument in every ENT department.